FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: THURSDAY 29 MARCH 2018
NEW VENUE ANNOUNCED FOR LAKE OF STARS MALAWI ARTS FESTIVAL 15TH ANNIVERSARY
After a year’s break, Malawi’s biggest international arts event, the Lake of Stars Festival, is returning
to the central region for its 15th anniversary celebrations. The three day extravaganza will take place
this year in a new location in Leopards Bay, Lifuwa Salima. The festival, which was recently voted one
of the World’s Best in the Fest300 Awards, is being held from September 28 – September 30 at the
newly constructed, Malawi-owned, Kabumba Hotel resort, situated at the foot of Senga Hills in
Salima.
Lake of Stars, which has grown from humble beginnings attracting only a few hundred visitors, has
grown to become an internationally respected event, garnering accolades from many quarters
including CNN, The BBC, the Mail & Guardian, Lonely Planet and Time Out Magazine. Over the last
15 years, it has brought a unique blend of local and international talent to all three regions of
Malawi, helping to boost tourism across the country and generating revenue for the economy.
Isaac Katopola, Director of Tourism says:
“We are delighted to see the festival return to Lake Malawi to celebrate their incredible 15 years of
culture, music, arts and travel”.
Lake of Stars Director Will Jameson continues:
“I’m delighted to be returning to the central region and working with a new venue partner in 2018.
Lake of Stars is known for breaking new ground in Malawi so it’s fitting that for our 15 th anniversary
celebrations year we are offering something new and exciting for our loyal audience. When I started
the festival I always planned for it to move around the country so that different areas of Malawi
could benefit from the boost in tourism, social outreach and economic benefits that the festival
brings. We are excited to celebrate our special anniversary at Kabumba Hotel, a stunning new site
with over a kilometre of beach front, a tranquil wooded hillside and excellent facilities. It’s also only
around 125km from Lilongwe, making it accessible from people all around the country and
international visitors to come and celebrate with us.”
Fans of the event can expect an exciting programme of local and international music and arts, set on
a wide expanse of rolling golden sands backed by a lush tree -covered hillside.
Early Malawian artist bookings for this year’s festival include current hot female artist Kim of
Diamonds, who will be making her debut at Lake of Stars following her successful set at the recent
Set It Off event in Zomba. She’ll be joined by Madalitso Band who impressed crowds at Tanzania’s
Sauti Za Busura festival in 2017; George Kalukusha, who has recently returned to Malawi after a stint
honing his musical craft in South Africa; and the Forus Dance Crew who have been wowing
audiences with their jaw-dropping routines. Alongside these will be Scotland’s Frightened Rabbit,
who will be amping things up with their five-piece indie rock sounds, and poetry from charismatic

Scottish wordsmith Michael Pedersen. Many more artist announcements will be made over the
coming months spanning music, poetry, theatre, dance and more. An application process is also
open for artists wishing to apply for the festival.
In line with Lake of Stars’ strong tradition of engaging with the community within which it operates,
an Outreach Programme will be established again this year, working closely with the owner of
Kabumba Hotel, Hon. Mganda Chiume, and local community leaders. Past outreach successes have
included hosting a Day of Ideas to inspire and motivate local school pupils, organizing community
sports matches, staging free concerts for the local village, recycling wood from the festival into
school desks and benches and donating mattresses and sheets to KCH.
-ENDSFURTHER INFO:
WWW.LAKEOFSTARS.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LAKEOFSTARS | WWW.TWITTER.COM/LAKEOFSTARS
MEDIA REQUESTS:
MALAWI – ZILANIE GONDWE, ZILANIE@LAKEOFSTARS.ORG | 0999471847
INTERNATIONAL - BETH O’CONNOR, BETH@LAKEOFSTARS.ORG
VENUE IMAGES: HERE
NOTES TO EDITORS:
●
Kabumba Hotel resort is a new Malawi owned hotel in Salima:
http://www.kabumbahotel.com . It is located around 125km from Lilongwe
●
There are a number of rooms available on site, plus camping. And a range of
accommodation exists in the area, a list of options can be found on the travel page of the Lake of
Stars website.
●
Early Bird tickets for the festival will be on sale in April at a number of outlets across Malawi
●
Artist applications to perform at the festival are open with information on how to apply
found on www.lakeofstars.org. The deadline for applications is end of May.
●
Vendor applications for the festival are open with information on how to apply found on
www.lakeofstars.org. The deadline for applications is end of May.
●
The Lake of Stars project has promoted cultural tourism and Malawi’s creative industries for
15 years and has been recognised by the Malawi government for the crucial part that it plays in the
country’s culture and tourism spheres
●
Lake of Stars has supported other arts projects in Malawi including the Malawi Musician’s
Union awards, Tumaini Festival, Likoma Fest, Blantyre Arts Festival and the Ndife Amodzi concerts
and has delivered training for artists in all three regions of the country
●
Previous festival headliners include Mafikizolo, Freshlyground, Young Fathers, Uhuru, Toya
Delazy, Foals, Beverley Knight and Oliver Mtukudzi alongside Malawi’s leading artists.

